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Obtaining a Driver's License:
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• If you hold a driver’s license from Canada, Mexico, South 
Korea, France, Taiwan, or Germany, your license can be 
converted without taking a test.

• If your license is from any other country, you will need to 
complete the learner’s permit exam and road test.

• Please note, permit exams are available in 34 languages.



What documents will I need?

You will need to following documents to complete the permit 
and license process:

• Proof of citizenship or lawful presence

• A Social Security number or SSN rejection letter

• Proof of Massachusetts residency

• Please note, you must bring originals documents. Also, a 
document cannot be used to prove more than one 
requirement.
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How to Apply for your SSN 
Rejection Letter

1. Gather your documents

•



Learner’s Permit

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-a-passenger-class-d-learners-permit


I have my permit so now I can drive, right?

No! You must be accompanied by a licensed driver who is at least 21 years of 
age and who has at least one year of driving experience until you have obtained 
your driver's license.

• If you are over 18 years of age and feel you are ready, you can apply to take 
the road test immediately after you get your permit.

• If you do not already know how to drive, you may want to take lessons. Here 
are a few driving schools in the area:

• Laporte's Driving Schools

• Richways Auto School LLC.

• Best Driving School Inc.
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https://www.laportesdrivingschools.com/
https://www.richwaysautoschool.com/
https://bestdrivingschoolinc.com/


Driver's License Test

Tests are only in-person and require you to:

1. Hold a MA learner’s permit prior to applying.

2. Call or go online to schedule a licensing test ($35)

3. Present test application, learners permit, sponsor, safe 
vehicle to take the test in. A car is not provided for you. You 
can rent one if you don't have one.

4. Complete a road test of your driving skills. If you pass, you 
will be issued a license.
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https://www.mass.gov/how-to/schedule-your-road-test




Road Test Vehicle

The vehicle must:

1. Have a valid registration and current inspection sticker.

2. Be designed to let the examiner make an emergency stop 
using the parking brake.

• Any vehicle with a center console that does not have a parking 
brake as part of the console CANNOT be used.

• Any vehicle that does not allow the examiner unobstructed 
access to the parking brake CANNOT be used.
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Driving in the US with a Foreign License 

Massachusetts does allow visitors to legally drive a car on a 
foreign license. As a student at Clark you are now a 
Massachusetts resident, and therefore are expected to obtain a 
Massachusetts license.

If you get pulled over and only have your foreign license on you, 
telling a police officer that you are a visitor is technically lying 
and is a risk.

You also will not be able to use your foreign license for things like 
buying alcohol or buying a car.
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Where can I get my License?
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The Worcester RMV branch is located at

• 50 SW Cutoff

• You must make an appointment online before visiting.



Costs Associated with Owning a 
Car
• Car Insurance



Important! Know the Rules of the 
Road

It is extremely important for international students, scholars, and 
employees to understand and follow all requirements for driving 
responsibly while in the U.S.

Traffic laws are strictly enforced by the police. Just because you 
do not know the rules does not give you permission to break 
them!
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Driving Under the Influence 
(DUI)

You should be especially aware of the consequences 
of driving under the influence (DUI) of alcohol or other drugs. 

• A DUI arrest or conviction may lead to revocation of your visa, 
as well as other extremely serious legal consequences. 

• If you are subject to arrest or conviction due to driving under 
the influence or as a result of another serious driving violation, 
we encourage you to consult with the International Students 
and Scholars Office and a qualified immigration and/or criminal 
attorney to assist you.
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https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-law-about-drunk-or-drugged-driving


Is Clark Responsible for me if I get into an 
Accident?
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Clark University is not responsible for students who get into car 
accidents or trouble on the road, however, we are still here to help.

If you do get into an accident:
• Do not leave the scene of the accident.
•



What do I do if I get pulled 
over?

• Remain calm.

• Be sure to have your license and car registration to give to the 
police officer.

• Do not argue with the police officer. Apologize and do as they 
say.

• For first-time offenses, you may only be issued with a 
warning as opposed to a fine.
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Resources
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For more detailed information, check out the 

MA RMV's website.

You can also look on our website here for 

additional information.

https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-registry-of-motor-vehicles
/international-center/life-in-the-u-s/


QUESTIONS?
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